
Feb 1, 1899. Pretty cold all day. Mail came at 5 in the afternoon. Shingibus called for 
some medicine for a woman with sore throat who couldn’t eat or drink. 
 
Friday Feb 3. Weather fine but cold. Mr. Wakelin and Mr. Carhart start for Gunflint Lake 
with three dogs and toboggan. Expect to reach there Monday morning.  
 
Sat 4th. Zero weather nearly all day.  Put the damper in the stovepipe. Baked bread and 
cake. Carrie called. First time she has been out for a month. Put up a lunch for Charlie 
Johnson. He starts for Duluth in the morning with three dogs and loaded toboggan 
 
Friday. Thermometer 5 below zero at 7am. Mr. Charley Johnson returned home from 
Duluth with his dog team bringing a supply of “microbe” cure for those that are ailing.  
 
Tuesday 28. 8 below this am. Charley was over to suffer with us. No mail today. 
 
Thursday March 2nd. Mail left this morning drawn by six dogs. Sent letters to Elin… 
 
Sunday 5th. Were over in Chas Johnson’s for a sing in the evening.  
 
Thursday 7th. Two handsome men with a dog team of five dogs came in to spent the 
night and go on to Duluth. They had been gone several weeks to look for timber. One of 
the dogs had sore feet and he made it some moccasins. Mail came at 7 in the evening. 
 
Monday March 13. Snowed some. Indian dogs got into our box of meat and carried off a 
ham. Mr. Murphy’s people invited Kirby there to meet a few others and have a sing.  
 
Friday 17. Weather clear and mild, but not thawing. Steamed four loaves of brown bread 
for the party. Charlie Johnson came from Lutzen with his nine-dog team. 
 
Friday 31. March. Good Friday. Cloudy and n’westerly wind. Mr. Johnson, George 
Mayhew. Mr. Gilmore and Elfeman started with a dog team for Duluth.  
 
Tues 4. Mail came at six. Grand Portage mail carrier had supper with us.  
 
Wednesday 12 April. An old Indian (a pagan) COGNOSHWA or Longbody called on us. 
His hair is long and black and he is a pure type of an Indian. He lost his wife and buried 
her near their wigwam and for a year or more he spent the greater portion of his time by 
her grave communing with her spirit. He is a favorite here among the whites and they all 
help him. We gave him a pair of glasses and he was greatly delighted that he could see 
pictures then he asked for a needle and thread and showed he could thread it now--but 
could not before. He can’t speak English so had to make us understand by motions. 
 
April 15, Sat. Chas Johnson, George Mayhew, and the Scotts came from Cross River, 
31 miles by boats. The Scotts came in from their winter hunting and trapping, bringing 
their bear traps and quite a quantity of furs. Johnson and George brought two dogs and 
a toboggan beside other things from Duluth. Their dog team that came home last 
Monday at 9 in the morning left two Harbors the night before walking 87 miles. 
 
April Saturday 22. Warm and sunshine all day. Saw the first robin.  


